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Zraph 15: Reiative risk - 28 % C/ of Deveicpmental neurciogic disorders 2 G
prematures >1500 ¢} after different axposure levels of thimerosal at 3 months of age
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7. Comparison to number of vaccines, aluminum

The purpose of these analyses would be to differentiate between the effect of thimerosal
and the vaccines themselves. Unfortunately (nearly) all vaccines in our analysis were
either thimerosal containing (DTP, DTaP HepB and Hib) or thimerosal free (polio). Any
analysis of the number of vaccines or aluminum as an exposure variable would show a
correlation to the thimerosal analysis and not be helpful in the distinction. I ran anlayses
with the number of Hib, DTP, HepB and polio vaccines as exposure and found a
relationship of the risk to the number of DTP and Hib vaccines received at three months,
which was to be expected. I also found a relationshiy ‘o the age at which the first Hib
vaccine was given (the later the vaccine given , the I=:s chance of nourologic
developmental delay), which was also to be expected. Surprisingly, I did not find tais for
DTP. _

To ezsily differentiate beiween the effect of thimerc:.:! and vaccine, we would ne . to
compare a group that reccived thimerosal free vaccine to thimerosal —ontaining v:- cine,
which leads to point 8. The closest we have come to such a comparison was by
comparing the group that received the DTP-Hib combination vaccine (containiag 25 pg
of mercury) to the group that received the DTP and Hib separately (sach 25 pg of
mercury). This comparison showed no significant relation to the outcome neurologic
developmental delay. .

8. Thimerosal content of Hib vaccines:

The FDA is currently matching the lot numbers 1o information on the exact or mean
thimerosal content for all vaccines used in the two HMOs.

£
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Graph 1. Relative risk + 95 % confidence intervais of after different exposure leveis of
thimerosal at 3 months of age for some additionai conditions
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