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Boyle, Coleen

From: Boyle, Coleen

Sent: Tuesday, Nevember 26, 2002 2:10 PM
To: Schendel, Diana

cc: Cordero, Jase

Subject; RE: Autism thimerosol paper - cover letter

I will prepare the leTtTer for Jose's signature -— but won't get TO 31T anTil next week. I
would SUGQEST ThAt 1T accompany rhe submissioen as supperc of the importance of the work.
1 can fedex 1T so 1T arrives late next wezk. '

Jose: We need to dirscuss, Thz

Coleen Bovle, Ph.D. <

Resocirate Director for Science and Publaic Health

National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilaties Centers Tor Disease
conrrol and Prevention 4770 Buford Hwy, NE Arlanta, GA 30341 (770)488-736¢ Fx: (770) 483~
7156 cbhoylefecac.gov <mzilro:cboylaBedc.gov> :

————— Original Message-———-

From: Schendel, Dlana

Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2002 9:44 AM

To: Boyle, Ccleen

Subject: FHl: Autism thimeroscl paper — cover letter

4y Coleen,

T read through this qu:.c}:ly and . M
what do vou think? If you want To prepare the letter, I could take 1T with mMe - e

- whachever they prefern).

Let me kngu - thanks, Diana )
PS - Poul e e——  7\C sTall TodaY) eummmesss SO We dadn'tT tzlk zpout EL and
meningitis - stay Tuned.

Drana Schendel, PhD.
National Center on Birth Defects
and Developmental Disabilities
Centers for Disesase Control and Preventicen
4770 Buford Hwy, MS F15
Atlanta, GA 320341

ph: 770-488-7355
fax: 770-488-7361
emuil: dschendelfcdc.gov

----- Original Message-——=<

From: Poul Thorsen [mailto:pt@50CI.AU.DK]

Sent: Tuesaay, November 2E, 2002 6:02 BM

Te: Schendsl, Diana

Sykqject: Autism thimerosel paper — cover letter

Dear Tiara,
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cer zre TRe latest verslions and the fifure still need to be updated, but will be. Marlene
believes —_# could you or Coleen wrilte & cover—-letter
underlining tThe 1ApOrTance of getting this iaformaTtion oLt now? Please do nct mention The

Journals name, 2 1t 38 not fanalized, S ———e——— Could you
pring the lecter, when you come? See vou scon!

Thank wvou!

Best regards
Poul

b,
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Boyle, Coleen

From: Boyle, Coleen
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2002 3:47 PM
To: Coraero, Jose

Subject:  FW: iefter of suppor for Danish study — for Jose's review and cmt (and signature)

Coleen Boyle, 7h.D.

resociate Director for SElencé &nd puplic Health

national Center on Birtn Derscls apnd Develeopmental Disabilitaes
Centerlz 10r DiSes28 Conteel &ang ¥Frevenrion

4770 Bufcre Hwy, NE

szlanta, GR 30341

1770;¢8%=72C¢

Sxe17701485-7108
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—---Dnginal Message-----

From: Boyle, Coleen

Sent: Thurscay, Decemper 05, 2002 2:51 PM

To: Magyar, Pat; Corgero, José

co Yeargin-Alisopp, Marshalyn; Chavez, Gipert

Suhject: jetter of suppart for Dansh stady — for Jose's rewiew and cmt (and Sighature)

Ry

autsm_twmeresal_
ganishiTofs...

Colren Boyle, En.D.

A-zoc-ate Directer Tor Scienceé end Fuplic Hea2lth

waTicnal Centes on BlLrTh pefeets and Davelopnental Disapilatzres

Cantérs for Disesse Tontsel End Prevention

477C Bufora mwy, NE

Aclanta, SR 3034l

{770)385-738¢

i (770)488-7156 =
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Centers ior Disease Contoi
ana Prevention (CPC)
Auama GA 30341-3724

December 10, 2002

Jerold F. Lucey, M.D. .
Rditor in Chief

PEDIATRICS

University of Vermont

College of Medicine

Pediarrics Editorial Office

29 Beaumont Avenue, GIVEN D201

Burlington, Vermont 05405 - 0068

Dear Dr. Lucey:

T am writing in support of an expedited review and consideration of the enclosed manuscript that
examines the association berween thimerosal, an ethyl mercury conraining preservative, and
autism. As you may know, there has been considerable interest by parents, clinicians, educators,

- and policy makers for an explanation of the marked increase in the rare of aufism in recent years.
A University of Davis srudy released in October of children identified through the California
developmental disabiliies service system, reemphasized the upward frend in autism and the Jack
of nnderstanding as 1o the cause.

One factor hypothesized 1o have 2 causal Tole is childhood vaccinarions. Specific aspects of
vaccinations that have been subject 1o inquiry include the MMR vaccine and thimerosal. There
are Aow numerons epidemiologic studies 10 suggest that the MMR. vaccine is not associated with
the risk of autism; an Institute of Medicine review that was published in 2000 concluded that the
weight of the scientific evidence did not support a link berween MMR vaccine and aunsm.

For thimerosal, however, there are limited data 1o evaluate this factor. Because mercury in its
inarganic form is known ta have serious neurologic effects, many parents have speculated that
the increased number of vaccines (many of which contained thimerasal) may have been a
significant factor in the recent rise in autism. The Danish study is a powerful epidmeiologic
study of this issue and capitalizes on the Danish health registry system that incorporates all health
encounrers into disease and exposure specific regismies. In addition, a key strength of the study
is the ability 1o examine rates of 2utism pnor 10 and after the discontinuarion of vaccines
conaining thimerosal 1n Denmark in 1992. Conirary to what would be expecied if thimerosal
was linked to autism, the anthors did not observe a decline in the rate of autism with the removal
of thimerosal containing vaccines.



